Amptelike Maandblad van die 


Kaapse Provinsiale Biblioteekdiens 


September 1960 








THE CAPE LIBRARIAN 


DIE KAAPSE BIBLIOTEKARIS 











"Geagte Redaktrise", skryf mnr. Kotzé, "hoe moet n mens maak om mense in 
iets geinteresseerd te kry? Mnr. du Plessis van Parow het vir ons n boeien- 
de relaas gegee van sy stryd om n filmvereniging in Parow gestig te kry. Hy 
het dit blykbaar goed adverteer, maar daar was min sukses." 

Wat presies beinvloed die populariteit van openbare geriewe soos die bib- 
lioteek? Dit spreek vanself dat hoe meer gewild die biblioteek is, deste 
meer sal die gemeenskap in sy bedrywighede belangstel. 

Die algemene houding van n gemeenskap teenoor hul geriewe soos die biblio- 
teek, word in n openbare beeld gekristalliseer. Hierdie onderwerp word inn 

reeks artikels in die Kanadese "Library Journal" bespreek in ver- 
band met die interessante manier waarop biblioteke en biblioteka- 
REDAKSIONEEL risse hierdeur beinvloed word. 
Die openbare beeld is die popul@re begrip van n gedeelte van die 
werklikheid, n begrip wat geldig is ten spyte daarvan of dit by ob- 
jektiewe feite aanpas of nie. Dit beteken dat die indruk van hoe n biblio- 
teek en bibliotekaris is, nie korrek mag wees nie, en veral verskil dit ge- 
woonlik van die bibliotekaris se eie indruk van homself, maar omdat dit be- 
staan, moet rekening daarmee gehou word. Daar bestaan gewoonlik verskillende 
beelde wat strek van die gunstige beeld van die geleerde, "vindingryke" pro- 
fessionele persoon wat toeganklik, vriendelik en ywerig is om die biblioteek- 
gebruiker te help .... tot die skamerige, onaansienlike vroumens, konserwa- 
tief en ewigdurend middeljarig,besig om haar 3x5 kaarte te stempel en pennies 
inte samel vir boeke wat agterstallig is. Die belangrikheid van die besef 
dat daar n openbare beeld is wat biblioteke en bibliotekarisse beinvloed, 16 
daarin dat daar gevind is dat die openbare indruk geneig is om sterker as die 
werklikheid te wees: met ander woorde, die biblioteek en die bibliotekarisse 
is geneig om te word wat die gemeenskap van hulle verwag. Bibliotekarisse 
het net drie keuses: om onder hul ongunstige beeld te beswyk, om dit te 
weerstaan, of om dit te verander. 

Natuurlik verskil Suid-Afrikaanse toestande van dié van Kanada. Die Bib- 
lioteekdiens is veral gelukkig om in baie plekke n baanbreker te wees, sodat 
n gunstige openbare beeld van die begin af hier gevorm kan word. Hier kan 
die invloed van die ho® standaarde van geboue en boeke-voorraad wat vereis 
word, waargeneem word,want vir meeste mense is die beeld van die biblioteek 
en die bibliotekaris in een verbind. 

Hierdie hoofartikel is hoofsaaklik bedoel as n inleiding tot artikels wat 
gaan volg. Ons hoop om een te plaas oor dié onderwerp in Suid-Afrikaanse 
verband gesien, deur Mev. Wertheimer, Prinsipaal van die Skool van Biblio- 
teekkunde van die Universiteit Kaapstad. In hierdie uitgawe is Mnr. Uys se 
artike) ,Wat Verwag ek van my Biblioteek" van belang. n Reeks artikels word 
ook beplan oor hoe om die biblioteek meer aantreklik te maak deur die gebruik 
van uitstallings, saam met artikels van bibliotekarisse wat al gesladg het om 
publieke belang in hul biblioteke op te wek. Meer bydraes van almal oor 
hierdie onderwerp sal welkom wees. 














REDAK SIONEEL 

Wat verwag ek van my Openbare Biblioteek H.J. Uys 
The Architectural Library of the University of 

Cape Town W. Wendland 
Report on acted readings of "Miss Julie" L. van der Merwe 
Notes on Play-Readings R. Abromowitz 


The Selection of Afrikaans Childrens Books 
for Libraries B. Lyndhurst 
Caldecott Medal Books 


Special Requests for Fiction 
Display for the Month J. de Villiers 


News 

Boekbesprekings/Book Reviews 
Jeuglektuur/Juvenile Literature 
Briewebus/Letterbox 


AANWINSLYS ) Augustus 1960 
ACCESSIONS LIST ) August 1960 


Opposite: An illustration from "Sculpture Techniques in Clay, 


CONTENTS — INHOUD 


11 


14 


16 


18 


21 
26 


22 


33 
38 


Wax, 


Slate" by Frank Eliscu which is on the September accession list. 
This fawn has been created in wax by the author. "A creative outlet 
for the person growing older becomes more than fun:it can be a vital 


necessity," he says. 


The photographs on page 15 and 17 are by courtesy of the Argus Newspapers. 





WAT VERWAG EK VAN MY OPENBARE 
BIBLIOTEEK 


H.J. Uys 


Iedereen in die gemeenskap is dit eens oor die funksie-van die 
skool, die kerk, die magistraatshof of selfs die slaghuis. Daaren- 
teen vind jy dikwels dat n groot persentasie van die algemene publiek 
maar n bra vae en onverskillige begrip van die moderne biblioteek het. 

My eerste indruk van n biblioteek het ek as kind op n plattelandse 
dorpie gekry en vir baie jare daarna was die biblioteek vir my n 
groot somber en donkerige vertrek met hot rakke vol stowwerige boeke 
en n ouerige dame wat jou vanuit n hoek afkeurend deur dik brilglase 
aangluur. n Kind wat hom op die terrein van hierdie heiligdom gewaag 
het, is met dieselfde bedenkinge bejetn as wat die versamelaar van 
kosbare glas die manewales van n kat tussen sy rakke sou aanvaar. 

Die biblioteek was beslis gereserveer vir n klein groepie intelli- 
gentsia en n wyer groep van vooraanstaande huisvrouens van die dorp 
wat ywerig gesoek het na die nuutste uitgawe van een of ander liefdes 
roman sk ry wer. 

So het elkeen na gelang van sy ondervinding en omstandighede sy eie 
beeld van die biblioteek geskep. Ekself, al het ek dan ook nie altyd 
mooi geweet wat daar aangaan nie, het n heilige respek vir sulke ge- 
leerdheid gehad. Vir oom Jan, wat n bietjie laer in die straat af 
gewoon het was dit sommer Engelse bogtery terwyl tant Sarie, alhoewel 
sy nou nie eintlik gelees het nie dit terdetw geniet het om van tyd 
tot tyd by die bibliotekaresse te gaan gesels. As sy daarvandaan kom 
weet sy tenminste uit vertroubare bron alles van wat in die dorp aan- 
gegaan het. Vir sommige was dit n gerieflike plek waar jy teen lae 
koste leesstof in die hande kon kry. Vir ander maar net nog een van 
die nuwerwetse gedoentes om ledigheid in die hand te werk. Ek het 
selfs gehoor van die geval waar die vrou se ,,ge-ewige geleegléery by 
die biblioteek as rede vir egskeiding aangevoer is." 

Meeste biblioteke wat vir hul bestaan van ledegeld afhanklik was 
het oor n skamele voorraad boeke beskik. n Naslaan afdeling is al- 
leen by die groter plattelandse biblioteke gevind. Di¢é fondse moes 
noodwendig aangewend word om die lidmaat ontspanningswaarde vir sy 
geld te gee. Die enkele ernstige en meer gevorderde leser kon geen 
konsiderasie ontvang nie. 

Die son het nou egter opgegaan oor die biblioteekwese. Dwars oor 
die wéreld het dit duidelik geword dat die ontwikkeling van die indi- 





widu op ekonomiese, tegniese, staatkundige en kulturele gebied een 
van die doeltreffendste faktore is om die ordelike voortbestaan van 
die volkere en die mensdom te verseker. Kennis en nogeens kennis het 
n vereiste vir elke indiwidu en volk geword as hy wil steande bly in 
die maalstroom van fantastiese ontwikkeling en teenstrydige ideolo- 
gie® waarmee die mensdom vandag vanuit alle oorde bestook word. In 
ons eie land, om te verhinder dat ons verswelg word in die vloedgolf 
van rassehaat, vooroordeel en onkunde mag die uiterste ontwikkeling 
van geen enkele indiwidu oor die hoof gesien word nie. Dit kan nie 
verder toegelaat word dat kulturele volwassenheid die alleenreg van 
gekere lae van die bevolking bly nie. Dit het gebiedend noodsaaklik 
geword dat kennis gepopulariseer word. 

In hierdie stryd om ontwikkeling is die waarde van die biblioteek 
voor die hand liggend. Regerings en internasionale inrigtings het 
hulself vol verwagting na die biblioteekwese gekeer. Fondse is af- 
gesonder en groot organisasies in die lewe geroep vir die bevordering 
van die biblioteekwese. Regerings het besef dat n doeltreffende bi- 
blioteekwese n voorvereiste vir volksopvoeding is. 

n Treffende voorbeeld van die rol wat die biblioteek in die opvoed- 
ing van n volk speel kan van n land soos Rusland geneem word, waar 
16% van die bevolking teen die einde van die Tsaristiese tydperk on- 
geletterd was. Binne n tydperk van twintig jaar is hierdie agter- 
stand totaal uitgewis. Dat die biblioteek n groot rol in hierdie 
ontwikkeling gespeel het blyk duidelik uit n verklaring van mikhai- 
love, die Russiese minister van kultuur wat beweer dat Rusland oor n 
biblioteek vir elke 1,400 van sy bevolking beskik. Die syfer vir 
Groot Brittanje is een vir elke 82,000 en vir die V.S.A. een vir elke 
21,000 van sy bevolking. 

n Skrywer wat Moskou onlangs besoek het, het gekla dat daar n ge- 
brek aan winkels was en dat hy ver moes loop om sy inkope te doen, 
daarenteen het hy opgemerk dat daar n biblioteek of leeskamer in elke 
straat blok was. Hy het verder verklaar dat hy n biblioteek in elke 
fabriek wat hy besoek het, gevind het en dat die biblioteek in die 
meeste gevalle ook die middelpunt van die kulturele verenigingslewe 
was. 

As aan my nou die vraag gestel word wat ek van die biblioteek ver- 
wag, gaan ek my bepasl by wat ek van die volmaakte biblioteek verwag. 
Ek besef dat die volmaakte nie altyd moontlik is nie, dog ek glo tog 
dat as jy die volmaakte nastrewe sal jy nader daaraan kom as wanneer 
jy jou standaarde laer stel. 

My eerste vereiste dan is dat dite Biblioteek oor die nodige middels 
moet beskik en in staat wees om aan my te gee waarna ek soek. Elke 
mens het wel sy eie persoonlike belangstellings en verwagtinge, dog in 











bree trekke kan dit saamgesnoer word in die volgende doelrigtings nl. 
die soek na ontspanning en ontvlugting, die soek na kennis, die soek 
na gemeenskap met die meesters op hul onderskeie gebiede, en die soek 
na geestelike en kulturele volmaking. 

Ek noem ontspanning en ontvlugting eerste omdat op hierdie stadium 
dit seker nog die gebruik is wat die norm van die publiek van die in- 
Stelling maak. Daar is in intelektuele kringe die neiging om snobis- 
ties op hierdie groep neer te sien. Maar wie sou neersien op die 
moeder wat nan sorgsame dag met sy saaie probleme n roman opneem om 
vir n uur saam met die karakters wat die romanskrywer geskep het, aan 
die harde werklikheid te ontvlug. Die atmosfeer waarin sy die 
uurtjie saamleef kan, sover dit haar aangaan, bloot wensdinkery wees, 
dog sy het dit broodnodig om haar gees te verfris vir die taak van 
more. 

Die tempo van die lewe het vandag tot so’n mate versnel en die eise 
wat aan die persoon gestel word, het so intensief geword dat geeste~- 
like ontspanning, bloot om fisiese redes, gebiedend is. n Uur met n 
speurverhaal, n mooi rolprent of n strelende grammofoonplaat bied net 
sulke goeie ontspanning as die aanskouing van n voetbalwedstryd of n 
sport toernooi. 

Op die gebied van ontspanning is dit noodsaaklik dat die biblioteek 
die persoonlike smaak van sy lede ken en trag om so wyd as moontlik 
te bevredig. Ook is dit noodsaaklik dat die swakhede en afwykings 
van ledemate geken word sodat daar onopsigtelik teen gewaak kan’ word 
deur beter waardes in die plek van swakker neigings aan te bied. 

By ver na die grootste bydrae wat die biblioteek kan lewer is die 
versameling en beskikbaarstelling van kennis. 

In die warboel van strydige en teenstrydige koerantberigte, propa- 
ganda en opsweping van vandag is dit net die persoon wat oor die 
nodige kennis beskik of vryelik toegang het tot onpartydige bronne 
van kennis, wat die koring van die kaf en die feite van halwe waar- 
hede kan onderskei. 

Ons lewe in die tydperk van spesialisasie en vir die spesialis om 
as spesialis behoue te bly is dit n vereiste dat hy ingelig bly oor 
die snelle ontwikkeling in sy vak. Dit is die biblioteek se funksie 
om hom op hoogte van sake te hou deur tred te hou met die ontwikkel- 
ing op alle gebiede en die nuutste geskrifte en verhandelings gaande- 
weg op datum te hou. 

Met spesialisasie bestaan die gevaar egter, dat n indiwidu gevorm 
word wat tegnies toegerus is om sy amp met vaardigheid uit te voey 
maar wat gebrekkig is op n bretr vlak van algemene kennis en kultu- 
rele ontwikkeling. Dit is hier waar dit van die biblioteek verwag 
word om die leemte te vul. Die Biblioteek moet aan die tegnikus en 














die beroepsman die geleentheid bied om homself op die bretr kulturele 
terrein af te rond. Met die beperkte tyd tot sy beskikking is dit 
vir hom onmoontlik om die nodige navorsing self te gaan doen, der- 
halwe moet die Openbare Biblioteek sorg dra dat hy deur die behoor- 
like versameling en indeling van feite dit in n maklike en vrylik 
opneembare vorm beskikbaar stel. 

Opvoedkundige instellings en instansies kan die rigting en die 
metode aan die student verkondig maar vir insae in die kennis wat 
deur die eeue versamel is moet hy gestuur word na die skatkamers van 
die biblioteek. As die skatkamer armoedig is,moet die opvoeding 
noodwendig gebrekkig wees. 

Die sukkelende kunsskilder verlang vurig om te deel in die kennis, 
tegniek en vaardigheid van die ou meesters. Deur middel van verhan- 
delinge oor, en goeie reproduksies van hul werke moet die biblioteek 
aan die jong kunstenaar die geleentheid bied om noue kontak te maak 
met die genie van die meesters. Vir die letterkundige, musikus, na- 
vorser en in elke persoon, wat die aard van sy werk ook al mag wees, 
moet dit moontlik gemaak word om inspirasie te put uit die werke van 
sy kollegas en van sy voorgangers. 

Alhoewel die mensdom op tegniese gebied met rasse skrede vooruit- 
gaan word dit gevoel dat daar n verarming op kulturele en geestelike 
gebied plaasvind. Dit is die biblioteek wat ook hier in die bresse 
moet spring en toe tree tot die stryd om kulturele ontwikkeling. 
Feite en middels wat klem 1@ op die etiese gevoel van die indiwidu 
moet aan hom opgedring word. Veral dink ek hier aan die gebruik wat 
die biblioteek van die film, grammofoonplaat en kunsafdruk k&n maak. 

Ten laaste wil ek stilstaan by die rol van die bibliotekaris. 
Groot bedrae word bestee om die biblioteek van materiaal te voorsien 
om hom sodoende sy regmatige plek in die samelewing te laat inneem. 
Die omwenteling in die biblioteekwese van ons land is nog in die 
begin stadium. n Groot gedeelte van die publiek staan nog heel skep- 
ties daarteen en is nog onbeholpe in hul benadering van hoe daar ge- 
bruik van gemaak moet word. Van die Bibliotekaris word nie alleen 
verwag dat hy voorligting moet gee nie maar ook dat daar besieling 
van hom uitgaan. Dit word verwag dat hy homself op n kruistog begeef 
om sy medemens te wys op die onbeperkte gebruik wat daar van die 
moderne biblioteek gemeak kan word. Sommige mense is traag en dit is 
nie genoeg vir die bibliotekaris om hulle te nooi na sy bibliotéek 
nie. Hy moet die kulturele leier in sy omgewing word en daadwerklik 
toetree tot die geestelike en kulturele opheffing van die massa. 
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W. Wendland 


The Architectural Library, a branch of the University of Cape Town 
Libraries, is a special library serving a professional group with the 
particular types of materials relevant to its specialized field. The 
staff and students of the University’s School of Architecture are its 
main users, but members of the Cape Provincial Institute of Archi- 
tects and of the Cape Chapter of Quantity Surveyors are also eligible 
to avail themselves of its resources. Other interested persons may, 
on certain conditions, join as subscribers. The Library participates 
in the inter-library loan scheme. 

The Architectural Library concentrates on building construction 
and materials, town planning, design, acoustics, landscaping, archi- 
tecture in general as well as its history, quantity surveying, colour 
and decoration, hygiene and sanitation, housing, as well as general 
books on aesthetics, art, handicrafts, interior decoration and draw- 
ing. The bookstock totals about 6,000 volumes including 247 runs of 
periodicals, some in quite long sets. Books in a number of languages 
are represented. The Library possesses a number of early architec- 
tural books, as well as most of the important books on South African 
architecture. It also owns some of the pattern books which served 
as models for some of the early Cape buildings. 

The variety of non-book material, however, is a special feature of 
the Architectural Library, including lantern slides, architectural 
drawings and models, clippings, trade catalogues and pictures. 
Thesis drawings of students who have qualified for degrees in quanti- 
ty surveying and architecture are photocopied, the negatives and 
contact prints being filed in the Library, as the original drawings 
take up too much space after a few years. The thesis documents that 
accompany the drawings are also stored in the Library, sometimes with 
models of buildings. Several copies of the main architectural 
periodicals are received. The main copy forms part of the bound set, 
but from the others excerpts of the main articles are made and filed 
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in the information file, under architectural style or type of build- 
ing, etc. The information file, housed in steel cabinets, is a most 
important feature of such a special library, from which material on a 
very wide variety of topics can be promptly supplied. Illustrations 
of buildings, the layout of towns or other pictorial material is 
Similarly filed. Measured drawings of important South African build- 
ings and researches on architectural subjects of South African in- 
terest which have been 
compiled by students 
during their course of 
training are from time 
to time added to the 
Library’ s permanent col- 
lection. In this way 
records of the country’s 
architectural past and 
present are being gather 
ed and preserved. 

The lantern slide col- 
lection consists of over 
3,000 slides which are 
much used by lecturers 
in teaching. Additions 
are continually being 
made, both of overseas 
buildings and towns, as 
well as of South African 
ones. Whenever lec- 
turers go on trips to 
Europe or other parts of 
Africa, they bring back 
many photographs, which 
are made into lantern 
Slides to augment the — = a 
collection. An exten- 
sive collection of trade 
catalogues of the foremost suppliers of building and architectural 
materials is maintained, to which additions are regularly made. This 
type of material is much consulted for quality, prices and descrip- 
tions of specific items. 

The Library is staffed with a professional assistant, a clerical 
assistant and a stack attendant. Co-operation between the Library 
and the School of Architecture is assured by an Architectural Library 
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Advisory Committee composed of some members of the teaching staff, 
the University Sub-Librarian and the assistant-in-charge as secretary. 
Many valuable suggestions are made in this way, also in regard to 
book selection. 

The Library is open in termtime daily from 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. (and 
until noon on Saturdays) and during vacations from 9 a.m. to l p.m. 
and from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

The Architectural Library was established in March 1951 in a wooden 
hut on the playing fields adjoining Rhodes Drive, where it remained 
in congested and inflammable conditions until the new Centlivres 
Block was finished. In January 1959 the Library moved to much more 
spacious accommodation on the third floor of the new building. The 
fifteen windows face the Cape Flats while provision is made to ac- 
commodate 65 readers. The tables are designed in the shape of an 
ironing board, the wide end being attached to the wall, while the 
narrow end rests on one solid leg through which the light conduits 
are brought for the reading lamp with which each table is supplied. 
The Library is built on two levels, the higher one being fitted with 
deep shelves to hold large models and large shallow drawers for 
plans:' The overall impression o* the library is one of iightness and 
airiness, which is enhanced by the skilful use of different types of 
wood for the furniture, shelves and paneling. The corridor leading 
to the Library has been planned of set purpose with a series of dis- 
Play windows all down one side in which many specimens of building 
materials are displayed, the aim being in this way to combine the 
practical with the theoretical or descriptive aspect found in the 
printed and illustrative literature in the Library. 





"In the vastness of interstellar space and with shapes of planetary 
size a straight line is a rarity. But on earth, nature uses straight 
lines in billions of her tiny forms: the legs of insects, the sur- 
faces and sides of minerals, the way branches extend from certain 
trees. 

Man also uses straight lines in extravagant profusion. They mark 
the edges of his buildings, the borders of his windows, the sides of 
his streets and pavements". 


Quoted from: Adventure With Shapes by Anthony Ravielli 
This Book has been ordered by both the Adult & Juvenile Departments. 
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REPORT ON ACTED READINGS OF STRIND- 
BEAG*S -<UTSESE VULTE* BY TARE A. Td: 
LIBRARY PLAYERS 


Laurie van der Merwe 


After experiments in the Western Cape last year, Mr. Th. Friis, 
the Director of the Provincial Library Service, decided to increase 
the number of acted readings presented by the Western Cape Region of 
National Theatre for 1960 to 40 in Afrikaans and 40 in English, and 
to serve libraries in a wider area of the Cape Province. 

The purpose of the scheme is four-fold: 

(a) To encourage and to assist local librarians and library commit- 
tees to form their own play-reading groups, who will give re- 
gular monthly play-readings as part of the library’s activities 

(b) To demonstrate how various types of plays may be presented in 
acted readings, each with its own problems, and how these may 
tackled. 

{c) To bring the drama literature that so often remains on the li- 
brary shelves to the attention of the reading public. 

(d) To encourage and stimulate discussions at the end of every 
play-reading with all the above objects in view. 

Under this scheme a series of 18 acted readings of "Miss Julie" 
were given in the Eastern Province during July and proved so highly 
successful that new play-reading groups are being started in six 
centres, among them Idutwya, Adelaide, Port St. Johns, Matatiele and 
Alexandria. Existing groups in seven others are in future going to 
link up with the Library Service to ensure future visits by the N.T.0O. 
Library Players. Very active groups were found at Uitenhage, Komgha, 
Grahamstown, Kidd’s Beach, and above all at Addo where they have had 
a play-reading society since 1920. 

The method of presentation and the acting standard that was at- 
tained by the N.T.0. Library Players, and the scheme as a whole was 
highly commended and the readings were followed by lively and most 
stimulating discussions, particularly at places like’Komgha, Addo and 
Oudtshoorn It was very noticeable that the discussions and audience 
reaction were without exception most rewarding at those places where 
Play-reading groups already exist. 

Attendances varied between 35 and 130, which is very satisfactory, 
except for two places, Umtata and Matatiele, where there were special 
reasons for the poor attendance. Some librarian:. made a wonderful 
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effort to make the reading known 
as widely as possible, but at one 
or two places a circular or some- 
thing more than just a notice in 
the library would have helped. 
Although an audience of 30-40 is 
quite sufficient, the idea should 
be to draw in as many people as 
possible to the N.T.0. readings, 
so that the local group can bene- 
fit in turn from a larger atten- 
dance at their own readings. 

Halls and locales seemed to be 
quite a problem. The best place 
is a suitable lecture room in the 
library itself, according to the 
requirements of the Library Ser- 
vice, and it is an urgent matter 
that larger towns that have joined 
the Library Service and have plans 
for building should do so as 
quickly as possible to get the 
full benefit of the services pro- 
vided by the Provincial Libraries. 

Though successful readings were 
held in a number of town halls, 
the whole idea of an intimate and 
informal atmosphere is lost unless 
the hall is really small and in- 
timate and the stage not too high. 
Though these are fully acted read- 





Mr. Laurie van der Merwe acting the 
part of Jean in "Miss Julie" 

You lackey-love, you mistress of 
menial" he says “shut up and get out 
of here." 





ings, they are not fullscale performances and a supper or some other 


room is to be preferred every time 
a room that will seat about 60-80 


about 20 feet for the"stage space". 
we were all extremely appreciative 


From the actors point of view, 


to a town hall. The ideal size is 
people and still leave a space of 


of the warmth and kindness we met everywhere. The complicated organ- 
isation by the library service regarding transport facilities, halls 
etc. was competent and the whole tour was one of very fruitful co-op- 
eration. The overall impression is that the library service has 
found a formula, so far proving infallible, and acted readings by 
professional actors in the libraries, as an additional regular libra- 
ry service is quite unique in the world. 
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NOTES ON PLAY-READINGS 


Ruth Abromowitz 
(cast of Miss Julie) 


We all know that play-readings are a new and successful feature of 
the Provincial Library Service’s. activities, but do we all know how 
the scheme began? 

In November last year a play in rehearsal by members of the N.T.0. 
was watched by the librarians at the Zonneblom Vacation School. The 
rehearsal provoked interesting comment from the audience and inevitab- 
ly an Idea was born. Why not do just such a play-reading before aud- 
iences who could discuss, dissect, comment on and therefore partici- 
pate in the venture almost as fully as the players themselves, in 
that way creating an appreciative, and yet critical future theatre 
audience. The artists and the observers then, instead of remaining 
isolated from each other, could discuss and exchange points of view. 

And so a plan was worked out between Mr. Friis and Mr. Laurie van 
der Merwe, National Theatre Regional Manager for the Western Cape. 
Jean-Paul Satre’s "No Exit" or "Huis Clos" was taken to centres in 
this area, and despite its rather formidable existentialist theme and 
the fact that it was played before audiences with unsophisticated 
theatre tastes, it was an immediate success. 

This proved that an audience when called on to use its imagination 
where no sets or costumes or props were used found this method of pre- 
sentation more satisfying and "visual" than where actual sets and 
props were used, and that they were hungry for good plays played well. 
Moreover in this manner, live theatre could be brought to the aud- 
iences themselves, and excellent plays not usually seen because of 
doubtful box-office appeal, could have a chance of being performed 
and future readers of the drama could be created. Play-reading 
groups too, could be started in different centres, with scripts sup- 
plied by the local library. 

A three-weeks tour of the Eastern Cape was then planned with "Miss 
Julie" by August Strindberg. Letters were sent to Regional librar- 
ians, and all details given, about necessary arrangements to be made 
e.g. informing library subscribers, the place required and any items 
needed. This information was then passed on to the local librarian. 
As you can see from the associated article by Mr. van der Merwe, this 
proved a very successful tour. 

Pointers that arise from a tour of this nature can be used as a 
valuable guide for future undertakings, particularly for librarians 
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in areas that are still to 
be visited e.g. Kimberley. 

Speaking generally we 
round that as a whole, in 
the smaller villages there 
was much activity as far as 
Dramatic Societies were con- 
cerned, but that in the 
larger centres where the po- 
pulation was a few thousand 
and more, there was far less 
interest. This can be at- 
tributed to different causes, 
but the main thing is to 
arouse enthusiasm here. 
This can be done by the 
local librarian who, once 
the initial stimulus has 
been given by the play- 
reading itself, can keep the 
interest going by providing 
lists of plays available to- 
gether with some details of 
the cast required, as well 
as assuring that their play 
section is adequately stock- 
ed. In addition more atten- 
tion can be paid to publi- 
cising the reading itself, perhaps with more posters at strategic 
points, so that a larger audience is reached. 

As regards the discussion afterwards, we found there to be many 
people who are hesitant about expressing their views and embarrassed 
about criticising. Rather than say anything bad, they would say 
nothing at all. If only they realised that any suggestions or help 
would be eagerly accepted? In this regard the librarians again could 
help by taking part in discussions and addressing the audience so 
that they bring them into the discussion. But this we feel sure will 
come far more easily on a second visit, now that the ice has been 
broken. 

One last important point, on behalf of the cast may we say thank 
you to all the kind people we met for their goodness and hospitality 
and in particular to the Regional librarians, our travelling compan- 
ions. The success the tour enjoyed must be shared also by them. 







Miss Ruth Abromowitz as Julia in 
"Miss Julie", Here she ponders 
crazily about what to do saying 
“How warm and nice it is now - I 
shall have rest." 
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THE SELECTION OF AFR 


IKAANS CHILD- 
REN’S BOOKS FOR LIBRARIES 


B. Lyndhurst 


We have recently had more and more requests from regional libra- 
rians, librarians of public libraries and also the public in general 
demanding more children’s books in Afrikaans for libraries, schools 
and depots. 

It has even been said that the issue of books is going down because 
the Afrikaans-speaking children cannot find enough books in their 
mother tongue on the shelves and they cannot or will not read English. 
They therefore leave the library without taking a book home. This is 
a serious matter and I have given it much thought which I would like 
to share with you. 

First, we could buy every title published in Afrikaans, disregard- 
ing the standards set for children’s books by the South African Li- 
brary Association and by children’s librarians all over the world. 
These ‘standards and the reasons for them have been brought before you 
within the pages of this journal before and I do not wish to repeat 
them. I would like to state here and now that I agree with them and 
that I use them for my selection of English children’s books. What 
reasons are there for lowering these standards when it comes to the 
Afrikaans medium? Are second and third rate books good enough for a 
child just because his mother tongue is Afrikaans? 

The physical production of the Afrikaans children’s book is in al- 
most every case poorer than that of books in English. There are sev- 
eral reasons, and valid reasons at that, for this. The main one is 
the small market the publishers have here in comparison with the huge 
market every English publisher has for his products. The Afrikaans- 
speaking child will naturally want to read books in his own language 
but he also sees in the same library the much better produced books 
for the English speaking boy or girl. What does he feel? Will he 
not feel badly treated, being supplied with inferior books? 

Now, let us say, we buy every title there is, disregarding quality 
altogether Among books published, there are few in the non-fiction 
section The Afrikaans-speaking child, who does not go over to read- 
ing English will be very limited in his knowledge. Do we want that 
to happen? To my way of thinking, the purchase of all Afrikaans 
children’s books published cannot be the solution of our problem. 

Secondly. English and American publishers are becoming aware of our 
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shortage of books in Afrikaans. I venture to say that for these big 
publishing houses it would be comparatively easy to have books trans- 
lated into Afrikaans before printing their huge editions and just 
substitute the text for - say - 3,000 copies. This would cost them 
very little more, they could swamp the market and we would have books 
in this country of a far better quality with regard to illustrations, 
paper, binding etc. The South African publishers would be killed in 
the process, as the English publications would not only be better 
produced but would also be offered at a price lower than that at 
which a South African publisher could sell his books. He only prints 
about 3,000 copies in all, as this is the number he can sell to the 
S.A. market, he has no ovérseas consumers. The smaller the edition - 
the higher the price for each copy must be. 

The public and library buyers will naturally buy the better books 
at a cheaper price, and thus the South African publishers will lose 
their market here in the Union which the overseas publishers will 
gain. This alone would be very sad, but I see another danger here 
also. Say, for argument sake, the British publishers should decide 
on a boycott and not print in Afrikaans -- with the South African 
publishers non-existent, from where would we then get our books in 
Afrikaans? 

Another important point to be considered is that of the S.A. author 
-- where would he publish the books he writes in Afrikaans? 

Thirdly, and lastly, all these considerations bring me to the fol- 
lowing conclusions. Let us buy all Afrikaans children’s bodks which 
conform to our standards, thus giving the child good books and en- 
couraging the good Afrikaans author. Let us encourage the S.A. 
publishers to do translations from other languages. Some publishers 
are already keen to do so and have started along these lines. Thus, 
the Afrikaans-speaking child will get good books in his mother 
tongue and he will get translations of good foreign books. He must 
also be encouraged at an early age to read English books as, even 
with the best will in the world it would be impossible to translate 
all the titles we would wish him to read. If he does not read Eng- 
lish, we shall not have helped him to further his development and he 
is bound to feel inferior in comparison to his English-speaking 
friend who, without extra effort, has all the riches of the English 
literature at his disposal. Is this our aim? 


"a good children’s book is one which uses language skillfully to enter- 
tain and to represent reality, to stimulate the imagination or to 
educate the emotions". From ‘Tales out of School’ by Geoffrey Trease. 
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CALDECOTT MEDAL BOOKS 


The Caldecott Medal is awarded annually by the Children’s and 
School Librarians Section of the American Library Association for the 
most distinguished American Picture Book For Children published in 
the United States during the preceding year.. The award goes to the 
artist, who must be a citizen or resident of the United States, 
whether or not he be the author of the text. These picture books are 
setting standards and provide a regularly renewed, firm accessible 
guide for measuring literary and artistic endeavour. 

We have ordered all American picture books which have won this 
medal and we are pasting a copy of the plaque on the dustcover of 
each book before having it 
covered in plastic material. 
The plaque is in gold and looks 
like this: 


By this plaque on the cover 
these books will be distinguish- 
ed at first glance and we hope 
that young readers will notice 
them and read them or have them 
read to them. A complete list 
of all books which have won the 
Caldecott Medal, in which each 
title will have an annotation, 
is in preparation and will be 
sent to libraries, depots and 
schools on completion. 





JAMES BOSSARD: "The Sociology of Child Development". 
"If society is to control and direct its development - call the process 


social planning, positive construction or what you will - then the 
place to begin is with the oncoming generation." 
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SPECIAL REQUESTS FOR FICTION 


J.A. Albert 


Librarians and readers will probably be glad to know that Special 
Requests have a great deal of influence on the Book Selection Commit- 
tee. They point to unexpected gaps in the Cape Provincial Library 
Service stock, and they help us to gauge public taste. We believe 
that the more requests we get, the more varied and vigorous must be 
the reading in our libraries and depots. 

But - nothing dampens our Committee’s enthusiasm quite so much as 
receiving requests for very light fiction - romances, westerns, and 
thrillers. We buy a carefully worked out number of each of these 
categories every month, and by reading proof and appro. copies we try 
to ensure that the cream of the crop is collected. 

When we get requests for titles we have not bought we write to a 
local bookseller, asking him to obtain appro. copies. If the titles 
are still in print - and this very light fiction does not stay in 
print for long - then appro. copies are sent out to us by sea mail. 
When they arrive they must be read and reviewed by members of the 
Selection Committee, and discussed at the next meeting. When we have 
decided how many copies should be ordered they are added to the fort- 
nightly order Iist, and ultimately sent from overseas by sea mail. 
The amount of staff time taken up by these routines can be easily 
imagined. 

As these light fiction titles have usually been noticed on adver- 
tising leaflets or on the backs of other books they very often turn 
out to be mediocre. Because we are reluctant to tell any reader that 
the book he wants is "not available" we buy a few copies, but the 
Committee very often wishes that the request had not been sent in. 
Many librarians at public libraries are helping us a great deal by 
fending off this type of request at the counter. If readers realised 
that every light request fulfilled meant that one new‘and carefully 
chosen title in the same category of romance or western had to be 
omitted, they might be willing to forgo them. 

To sum up, please encourage readers to request books which are 
going to be of real value in your stock, especially those for which 
they have read a good review. But please discourage requests for 
trivial novels. 

Some of you may feel that we should not accept requests for fiction 
at all, or perhaps only for fiction which can be regarded as litera- 
ture.? The editor, and our Book Selection Committee will be delight- 
ed to hear your views. 
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HEUNINGVLEI: 


It is with a very sad heart 
that we say goodbye to our Re- 
gional Librarian Mr. Duven age, 
and I am sure, depot libraries in 
the Vryburg District will agree. 
At the same time we must give him 
our warmest congratulations in 
having proved himself, and we 
wish him every success as our new 
senior librarian. Those who have 
had the privelege of knowing him 
personally, will, I am sure, 
agree that he has been kind, 
thoughtful and most understanding 
in helping the Depots to become 
the success they have proved to 
be. 

To Mr. Fourie too, goes a 
hearty "Well done". you have 
our sincere appreciation for the 
ear you have lent to our conm- 
plaints concerning our film pro- 
grams. In this matter you proved 
most helpful. Our film shows are 
appreciated and successful. 
Please accept our very warm 
wishes and good luck in your new 
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post. 

To these two gentlemen we are 
grateful for the Conference which 
was held during June in Vryburg. 
It proved enlightening and help- 
ful, and we were pleased to have 
the privelege of being able to 
attend. 

Miss Pienaar has given us a 
better understanding of ‘the dif- 
ficult task which befalls her. 
That of selecting books for the 
young. May I, as only a small 
Depot Librarian, be permitted to 
votce an opinion. As we all 
know, a child’s whole life 
centres round an imaginary world. 
Allow the younger members that 
period of make believe when he or 
she converses with an animal and 
the animal replies. This type of 
story intrigues the little people 
It is only for a short period and 
is, shall we say, just a phase. 
It is a small allowance to make. 
I feel it can count much in later 
life as it gives a better under- 
standing between the human and 
animal. To my way of thinking, 
this lesson can never be taught 


at too early an age, and will 
help us appreciate the Animal 
World, and that our pets too are 
little individuals in their own 
right. I have found among the 
very young, that any animal story 
is a favourite. 

To Mrs. Albert, you and your 
colleagues have a most difficult 
task. The reviews are helpful to 
the Librarian in making her se- 
lection. As Depot Librarians we 
have the better understanding of 
the taste in books of the various 
members and so our job is made 
easier. Thank you. 

Like Miss Gillard, I too appre- 
ciate the "Cape Librarian". Her 
suggestions particularly regard- 
ing a’ list of old books could 
prove most helpful. What we 
should like to see on our Library 
shelves are a few more humorous 
books, such as "My dear Abbey" or 
»Spektakels en Debakels". When 
the nerves become frayed at times, 
what better tonic than a book to 
bring forth a good laugh, no 
matter how stupid it may be? 

As yet we have not mét mr. 
Smit, who is to become our new 
Regional Librarian, but we extend 
our very warm greetings to him 
and wish him every success. Al- 
though you have a very vast area 
to cover when making the rounds, 
don’t be disturbed by the roads. 
Take heart, it is with an eager 
and warm welcome, we shall be 
waiting, wondering what new books 
are in store for us. Can we then 
offer more than our sincere co- 
operation? 


GRAH AMSTOWN: 


During 1959 the number of re- 
gistered readers at the library 
continued to rise and by the end 
of December the total had reached 
4,711 as compared with 4,140 at 
the end of 1958. 

Books issued for the year num- 
bered 197,511 compared with 
186,517 in 1958, an average daily 
issue throughout the year of 662 
compared with 620 per day in the 
previous year. 

A total of 4,365 books were re- 
ceived from the Provincial Li- 
brary Service during 1959. 

The first part of the work on 
the library’s projection room has 
been carried out by the Works 
Department in the construction of 
permanent screen and a special 
raised platform for film pro- 
jection. The room has been put 
to good use for meetings and film 
shows, and a very successful ex- 
hibition of photographs was held 
by the Albany Photographic So- 
ciety in October. 

It is hoped that the completion 
of this room as a "Little Theatre" 
will not be long delayed. 

(Extract from the 1959 Annual 
Report of the Grahamstown Public 
Library). M. Barrett 


GRAAFF-REINET REGION: 


The Louisa MacKinnon Free Li- 
brary at Middelburg was opened by 
the mayor, Mr. D.W. Vorster, on 
Monday the 19th of September at 
5 p.m. Miss J. te Groen spoke 
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first and told those attending 
the opening what they could ex- 
pect of the Library Service and 
what was expected of them. mrs. 
P. Jordaan, a former teacher, is 
the librarian and she enthusias- 
tically fell to work. Pinewood 


furniture and many flower arrange 


ments made the library most at- 
tractive. 

The library was founded in the 
last quarter of the 19th century 
when it was housed in the town 
hall, and was moved to the pre- 
sent building early in the 20th 
century. 

The«membership which was for- 
merly 93 has increased to just 
over 600 since the library has 
joined the Provincial Library 
Service. I. Ritter. 


On the 29th September dur- 
ing the lunch-hour, mrs. 
Bilor collapsed in Long 
Street and died. She was 


aged 57 and had worked in 
the preparation department 
at head office for the past 
two years and eight months 


after coming to this coun- 
try as a refugee from 
Poland. She leaves a daugh- 
ter and three grandchildren. 
We extend our deep sympathy 
to them and to the people 
who worked with her. 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 


From the 12th to 17th September 
the conference of Regional Libra- 
rians took place at Head Office. 
It was a stimulating week with 
problems of all kinds being ser- 
iously discussed. The film ser- 
ies "The Humanities" was shown 
during the two days prior to the 
conference and was received with 
enthusiasn. During these two 
days talks were also heard on the 
Juvenile and audio-visual depart- 
ments. 

After welcoming everyone Mr. 
Friis announced that 50 new posts 
have been made available for Col- 
oureds which would mean 3 per Reg- 
ion, Library Assistant, Assistant 
Librarian and Driver. The Exec- 
utive committee has approved the 
grant of a further twelve £90 bur- 
saries to Coloured Students. 

A talk was given by Mr. Hender- 
son of the G. and M. Section on 
Decimilisation in which he men- 
tioned how important it is for 
librarians to understand and pro- 
mote the currency change. 

There was prolonged discussion 
on book selection and problems 
facing the selection committee. 

On behalf of the Library Serv- 
ice Mr. Friis presented Miss 
Sonia Smit (Stellenbosch Region) 
with a coffee percolator and 
toaster and expressed his best 
wishes for her future happiness. 
(Miss Smit was married on 24th 
September in the Dioscesan Coll- 
ege Chapel, Cape Town. ) 












View of the 
Con ference 





Mr. Friis making a point. 
In the background are mrs. 
Lyndhurst and Mrs. Albert. 





Miss Sonia Smit receives her 
present. 





DISPLAY 
OF THE MONTH 





J. de Villiers 


Everybody is fascinated by dolls: dolls dancing, dolls playing 
games, or dolls dressed in careful detail in costumes of their 
native lands. Take for example a small Austrian doll; very feminine, 
dressed all in black and white, with her orange apron a bright 
splash of colour, tied in front with long ribbons, and her bodice 
fastened with silver buttons. On her head, is a magnificent black 
hat decorated with gold thread and tiny perfect feathers. 

There are 225 Austrian, German and Swiss dolls to be used for dis- 
play in libraries throughout the Cape. They are kept in the Regional 
Offices in Cape Town, Kimberley and Port Elizabeth and can be borrow- 
ed from them. They make charming displays and have been used in the 
Western Cape, but, I believe, not so widely in the Northern and 
Eastern areas. 

Here are some suggestions for displays which the librarian can pre- 
pare and arrange easily. Firstly it is important to take the na- 
tionality of the dolls into consideration and use books connected 
with that country as part of the display. If you have chosen, for 
example, a group of Swiss dolls you would attach a label to the dis- 
play indicating nationality, then use books dealing with a large 
range of subjects: for example books about the Alps, mountaineering, 
precision engineering, Swiss history, geography, folk dancing, natio- 
nal costume and fiction situated in Switzerland: in fact anything 
connected with the country. A pair of dolls from each of the three 
countries would bring about a larger or more specific book display. 


DISPLAY FOR VERTICAL BOARD - Maypole 


This could be arranged directly onto a pegboard display stand, or 
if you prefer to cover the pegboard, draw it over with hessian or 
coloured paper. Use a piece of wood for the central pole and tie to 
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it four (depending on the number of dolls) coloured ribbons, two 
Slightly longer than the others. Knot the ribbons to the pole near 
the top. Tie string tightly round the waist of each doll and arrange 
it so that it shows as little as possible. Place the dolls in posi- 
tion and hang from the pegboard with paper clips bent thus:-C_ \_ 
Hook the lower hook carefully through the string at the waist and the 
upper hook into a hole in the pegboard. Pin the end of each ribbon 
to the upstretched hand of the appropriate doll. To give a feeling 
of movement bend the dolls’ legs and arms so that they seem to run 
and jump; their plaits flying behind them and their skirts billowing. 
The books are better arranged symmetrically for this display as it 
relies on balance for its effect. (See photograph which shows the 
central part of a similar display arranged on a hessian-covered 


board.) This display is especially apt now for Spring and Summer: 
you could use the caption "Spring Reading - Leesstof vir die Lente", 
which would give a very wide scope for books. The doll display could 
be left standing for a few weeks and the books could be changed fre- 








quently. Another possibility is "From other Lands - Buitelandse 
Vriende" which would draw attention to books about anything outside 
South Africa. It could be cooking, costume, theatre, geography or 
dancing, all connected loosely to each other through the central 
"foreign" theme. 


TABLE DISPLAY 

Use a piece of ceiling-board or soft wood and cover with hessian, 
pinning on the underside with drawing pins or staples. You need only 
a few dolls here, three or four are ample, and the display can be 
placed in the centre of 
a table with books ar- 
ranged flat around it, 
or on a shelf with books 
standing up at each side 
of it. 

The dolls can be ar- 
ranged "dancing" or 
holding hands, alterna- 
tely facing and with 
their backs to you. Se- 
cure them by pinning 
their feet into the hes- 
Sian and board. You can 
of course vary the shape 
and size of the base and 
have dolls dancing in a 
circle, or in couples, 
or running under the 
arched hands of one pair 
playing "oranges and 
lemons". 

These are two simple 
ideas given as a basis 
on which you can build. Next month there will be another article on 
library display of a different kind. A second "doll" article will 
follow later. 





28 


BOEKBESPREKINGS/BOOK REVIEWS 


NIE-FIKSIE: 


CRAVEN, D.H. 
Oubaas Mark. 

A.P.B. 1960. 
196. 333 


n Kort lewensbeskrywing en 
talle anekdotes oor hierdie byna 
legendariese figuur in die S.A. 
rugby-wéreld. Goed geillustreer 
en in n lekker geselstrant ge- 
skryf, sal die boek deur alle 
rugbygeesdriftiges geniet word. 

G. D. 


FIKSIE: 


BERGENGRUEN, Werner 
Spaanse roosboom, vert. 
Duits deur Alba Bouwer. 


uit die 


Tafelberg, 1960. 

Die verhaal wat n man aan sy 
meisie vertel voor hul skeiding. 
Hoewel hier en daar verfilosofeer, 
is die geheel tog pragtig uitge- 
werk. Bergengruen word beskou as 
een van die drie grootste kontem- 
por@re Duitse skrywers, en die 
vertaling deur Alba Bouwer is 
baie suiwer. A. H. d. V. 


FICTION: 


CALEF, Noel 
Plea for pardon. 
H. & S., 1960. 
An excellent and well-con- 
structed story, full of suspense 
and action. The translation is 
adequate, the characters well- 
drawn and the plot not improba- 
ble. This novel reminds one of a 


good realistic [Italian film, and 
in fact, the author does write 


film-scenarios. M.R. 
GAINES, Robert 
Cruel deadline. 

MacDonald, 1960. 


A middle-aged journalist is 
halted while uncovering the muddy 
past of a public figure, when he 
meets the man’s daughter. His 
cynical loyalty to Fleet Street 
falters, and he decides to leave 
the story alone. But of course 
other newshounds go ahead and 
the tragic ending is inevitable. 
The journalist himself is left 
lonely and probably out of a job. 
Although the background and cha- 
racters are not always authentic, 
this is a brave attempt at a 
sincere novel about the newspaper 
jungle. JA. 
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LAWRENCE, Henry 
Children of light. 
Macdonald, 1960. 
This is an engrossing story 
of a young man on the run after 
murdering his wife. He falls 
foul of a gang of ducktails, es- 
capes with the aid of a member of 
the gang and discovers an appal- 
ling government secret. The 
novel is rather far-fetched in 
parts, but then most science fic- 
tion is, and it is an interesting 
and well worked out expost® of 
radio-activity, based on actual 
facts now being discovered by 


scientists. J. 8. 
ROTH, Holly 
Van Dreisen affair. 

Hamilton, 1960. 


Highly exciting spy story deal- 
ing with a young American 
heiress’s attempt to bring two 
Russians to the U.S.A. Grippingly 
told in an unsensational way. J. 5S. 


TURNBULL, Patrick 
Last of men. 


Hutchinson, 1960. 


A fine novel by a South African 
writer, about two young men who 
meet first at Sandhurst and then 
again in India. Charles is bril- 


liant, handsome and wealthy, but 
he is forced, through scandal, to 
resign from the army, and after 


years of travelling and restless, 
decadent living, he becomes a 
monk. J.8. 
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NON-FICTION: 


KERR, Rose 
Story of the Girl Guides. 
Girl Guide Assn., 1960. 
369. 463 


This book is written by one of 
the pioneers of the Girl Guide 
movement, who has an intimate 
knowledge of the early struggles 
experienced in establishing the 
movement, and the amazing way in 
which it caught fire in countries 
all over the world. Well written 
and illustrated with photographs, 
the book contains many extracts 
from the personal reminiscences 
of Baden-Powell and other in- 
teresting people. Its appeal will 
extend not. only to guides and 
those connected with guiding and 
scouting but also to readers who 
are interested in international 


movements like this one. A.M. 
WATSON, James 
Stamps and railways. 
Faber, 1960. 
383. 224 


Of considerable interest to 
those interested in railway 
engines, -this book will also de- 
light the stamp collector, not 
only is it a very good guide to 
one type of thematic collection, 
but it lays down certain princi- 
ples applicable to thematic col- 
lections in general. H.L.0. 


BROWN, Leslie 
Mystery of the flamingos. 


Country Life, 1959. 


598. 34 


Mr. Brown has written a highly 


enthusiastic and popular account 


of his investigations into the 
breeding habits of Africa’s fla- 
mingos, both the Lesser and the 
Greater, in the Rift Valley in 
Kenya and Tanganyika. He is torn 
between the beauty of his subject 
and his scientific observations, 
but has been meticulously detach- 
ed on the scientific side. He 
uses more emotive language to 
describe the aesthetic and poetic 
feelings aroused by the sight of 
almost a million pink birds, and 
also for the difficulties which 
threatened to frustrate his re- 
searches. Mr. Brown has a very 
sound reputation among ornitholo- 
gists, and this is also a good 
travel book. L.L. 


ELISCU, Frank 
Sculpture; techniques in clay, 
wax, slate. 

Pitman, 1959. 
731.4 


A stimulating book on the bor- 
derline between appreciation and 
do-it-yourself. Various works of 
sculpture are analysed and the 
techniques in various media are 
demonstrated step by step so that 
one feels like getting started 


right away. What a pity that the 
list of suppliers of materials 
refers to the United States - it 
might not be quite so easy to get 
these things here. H.L. 0. 


SPAETH, Sigmund 
History of popular music in 
America. 


Phoenix, 1960. 
780.973 


This is an encyclopaedia of 
American popular music, and more, 
- it is an brilliant record of 
American popular taste from Yan- 
kee Doodle to be-bop. Though 
written for Americans it should 
have great appeal here too, es- 
pecially among the jazz fans and 
lovers of light music. K. G. 


GUTHRIE, Tyrone 
Life in the theatre. 


Hamilton, 1960. 
792.092 


Guthrie’ s life in the theatre 
is closely linked with the his- 
tory of the Old Vic and Sadler’s 
Wells and with productions cover- 
ing a wide field from Oxford to 
New York. His book touches al- 
most every aspect of drama and 
Stage, especially production of 
Shakespeare, and what he has to 
say is distinguished by intelli- 
gence, artistic feeling and, 
above all, a wonderful sense of 
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balance. Very readable indeed, 
much anecdotal trimming, some of 
it very witty. Might appeal to 
readers of biography quite apart 
from theatre interest. H.L. 0. 


EDMUNDSON, Joseph 
Handbook for sports organisers. 
Evans, 1960. 
7196 


An ideal handbook for anyone 
running a sports function, or 
Organising sport. There are, for 
example, sections on Planning a 
sports day, Organising a swimming 
gala, Cross country races, and 
Care and maintenance of sports 
equipment. The book is fully 
illustrated with clear diagrams, 
specimen entry forms and score 


cards. J.A. 
LEIGHTON, Peter 
Moon travellers 

Oldbourne, 1960. 

809.93 


A very interesting and amusing 
book of great topical interest. 
It relates the adventures of 
early moon travellers from Greek 
times onwards, through Cyrano de 
Bergerac’s space travels to H.G. 
Wells and Jules Verne. [t is un- 
fortunate that the actual journey 
to the moon will be considerably 
less glamorous than some of the 
voyages related here. P.O. 
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DANIELSSON, Bengt. 
From raft to raft. 
Allen and Unwin, 1960. 


910. 45 


This is the story of the daring 
raft-voyage of the French Tahiti 
Nui-expedition, under the leader- 
ship of the 68-year-old Eric 
De Bisschop, from Tahiti to Chile 
and back to Polynesia. The men 
spend thirteen months on three 
primitive rafts, all of which 
break up and sink. To readers of 
the Kon-Tiki expedition this book 
will be especially interesting as 
it seeks to prove an ethnological 
theory contrary to that of Thor 
Heyerdahl. Written in an easy 
style and illustrated with nume- 
rous photographs it is a most 
fascinating adventure story of 
unfailing courage. E. W. 
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MARRIOTT, Michael 
Two-up. 
Longmans, 1960. 


915 


Bitten by the wanderbug when 
they travelled together through 
Africa in a taxi, the author and 
his wife then set out on this 
Journey which sounds well nigh 
impossible, overland to Australia 
on a scooter. They saw new lands 
and made new friends all the way. 
In spite of bad roads, illness 
and a chronic shortage of money, 
their journey was adventurous and 


the book is worth reading. G.B 
COTTRELL, Leonard 
Enemy ‘df Rome. 
Evans, 1960. 
937.04 


A competent author of classical 
archaelogy writes about Hanni- 
bal’ s march on Rome in the first 
punic war. After much research 
in Polybins, Livy and other 
writers, he follows the route 
taken and writes with authority 
about the towns and districts 
covered, and the reasons for Han- 
nibal’ s choice of roads. Accon- 
panied by his wife, the author 
tock his time accomplishing the 
journey in a 15cwt. truck. The 
result is well reasoned, instruc- 
tive and illuminating narrative 
supported by historical data and 
facts. Well written and not stod- 
ey, it can be read with interest 
and certainly with profit by the 
general public. H. W-G. 


JEUGLEKTUUR/ 
JUVENILE LITERATURE 
FICTION: 
DIEKMAN, Miep 
Haunted island. 

Methuen, 1959. 


The story takes place off the 
East coast of Africa and deals 
with the adventures of a 12-year- 
old bay, Matthew. On his birth- 
day he gets a boat as a present. 
Matthew has longed for a boat of 
his own for a long time, and it 
naturally becomes his most 
treasured possession. There is a 
small island in the middle of the 
bay which the natives believe to 
be haunted and so always,keep as 
far from it as possible. Matthew 
brushes these superstitions aside 
and he sails there every after- 
moon after school in his new 
boat. The superstitious belief 
of the natives ensures many un- 
disturbed hours on the island for 
him. One day four political 
prisoners escape and three of 
them are helped on their way by 
the local doctor. When Matthew 
finds the fourth prisoner ill on 
the island, he cares for him and 
brings him food and medicine 
without anyone knowing about it. 
As time goes on, it becomes clear 
that the only way to save the 
runaway prisoner is for Matthew 
to give up his boat so that the 
man can escape in it. Matthew 








has a very difficult decision to 
make as he hates to part with his 
dearest possession. In the end 
he learns that one cannot stop 
helping people when it begins to 
hurt oneself. 

The reader may have some mis- 
givings about the way the child- 
ren sympathize with the prisoner 
and decide that he should be 
helped; another chapter, perhaps, 
would have brought the story to a 
more satisfactory ending. Never- 
theless, this is a well-written, 
gripping tale, with good descrip- 
tions and characterization. 
Winner of the prize for the best 
Dutch children’s book for 1956. 
Age group: 11-13. 


DP AULAIRE, Ingri 
Abraham Lincoln, jt. author Edgar 
P. OW Aulaire. 


Cambridge, 1959. 


This book received the Calde- 
cott Medal for 1940 for its 
illustrations. [It tells the 
story of Abraham Lincoln in 
words, but even more so in the 
pictures. There are a great 
number of them in black and white 
and in colour. Even though the 
book deals with a person who is 
not quite as familiar to South 
African readers as he is to Ameri- 
can readers, merely a study of 
the pictures will be rewarding. 
Ags group: 6-8 LF. 
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ETS, Marie Hall and Aurora La- 
bastida. 
Nine days to Christmas; illustra- 
ted by Marie Hall Ets. 

Viking Press, 1959. 


A little Mexican girl, Ceci, is 
considered big enough to have her 
fireat party, a special party 
which takes place nine days §$be- 
fore Christmas and is called a 
“"posada", Ceci is also allowed 
to choose her first "pinata", one 
of those paper figures which are 
filled with sweets and fruit and 
which all children who attend her 
party try to hit blindfolded in 
order to break it and get at the 
sweets. It is difficult for Ceci 
to find the right pinata among 
the many offered at the market 
but it is even more difficult for 
her to join in the fun of hitting 
and bursting her big golden star 
which she so desperately wishes 
to save. 

A sensitive story of Mexican 
children and adults with most ex- 
cellent illustrations. 

This book has won the CALDECOTT 
MEDAL. B.L. 


HAMPDEN, John ed. 

Sir William and the wolf and 

other stories from the days of 

chivalry. Illus. by B. Fraser. 
Dent & Dutton, 1960. 


A title in the "Dent’s Childs 
ren’ s Illustrated Classics" 
series bringing lively stories in 
prose which were all taken from 


the English and Scottish verse 
romances from the Middle Ages. 
They are told in simple style and 
are stories of adventures, tour- 
naments, fair ladies, knights, 
squires etc. The language is 
such that a child of eleven and 
over will greatly enjoy reading 
these "ancient" tales in a new 
production. Any story-teller 
will find these tales quite re- 
warding. B.L. 


MATTSON, Olle 

The Brig "Three Lilies"; trans- 
lated from the Swedish by Anna 
Sturge and Elizabeth Sprigge; 
illustrated by Elizabeth Grant. 


University of London, 1960. 


AWARDED THE SWEDISH HOLGERSSON' 
PLAQUE OF THE SWEDISH LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION. 


Mickel, the main character of 
this tale lives with his grand- 
mother near a small fishing vil- 
lage in Sweden. His father, who 
went to sea many years ago, was 
reported lost when the ship went 
down, but Mickel firmly believes 
that he will return one day. His 
mother died when he was but three 
years of age, so the old woman 
and the child live together in a 
delapidated old inn. An air of 
mystery arises when a stranger 
comes to the village and more so 
when Mickel discovers the log- 
book of the "Three Lilies" which 
makes him more determined than 


ever to search for his father. 

The main characters as well as 
the Swedish village people come 
well to life and Mickel’s firm 
belief leads him into several 
unforeseen adventures. There is 
a girl character in the story as 
well so that boys and girls might 
like to read the book. 

Age level: 11-13. 


MITCHISON, Naomi 
The Rib of the green umbrella; 
illus. by Edward Ardizzone. 


Collins, i960. 


Italy was occupied by German 
troups during the last war and 
the story tells of the ways the 
inhabitants of Benedetto are 
keeping guerilla forces supplied 
with messages and also with 
spareparts. Three children are 
the main characters of the story 
and they are also mainly respon- 
sible for carrying messages which 
at times proves far from easy. 
There is especially Piero, the 
boy who comes from a better home 
than the other two children and 
who has some hard times convin- 
cing them that he is just as 
patriotic as they are. Then 
there is her grandfather, who is 
a fine character, and the German 
officer who loves Italian art 
more than he cares for the I[ta- 
lian people. There is also the 
priest who turns out to be a real 
friend when the need to hide the 
precious "spare rib" from dis- 
covery is very great indeed. 
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Though this is a war book it 
lacks the thrill of adventure 
which youngsters have come to 
seek in such. The story is well 
written, has fine illustrations 
and will appeal to those who al- 
ready appreciate literature. Some 
adults might also like to read 
this story if they have come to 


like this author. B.L. 
PALGRAVE, Paul Coates 
Nyasha tales. 
Purnell, 1956. 
J 398. 209689 


Nyasha means "kindness" or 
"gentleness" in one of the lang- 
uages of the Bantu of Rhodesia 
and a boy with this name is the 
main character in these four folk 
tales of those people. They deal 
mainly with the boy and the 
animals with whom he converses 
and whose lives are also in- 
fluenced by him 

The stories are well told and 
readers of 9-11 who like folk 
tales and are interested in the 
Bantu will enjoy them. A thin 
book which should prove useful 


for story-telling. L. P. 
NON-FICTION: 
DE VRIES, Leonard 
Book of the atom. 
Murray, 1960. 
J 500 


This is the second millionth 
book circulated by the Cape Pro- 
vincial Library Services and is 
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an interesting account of the 
theories and discoveries in the 
field of science which gradually 
led to the discovery and even- 
tually to the splitting of the 
atom. The book begins with the 
Greek philosophers and then we 
read about the discoveries of 
famous people such as Galileo, 
Boyle, ROntgen, the Curies, Rut- 
herford, Meitner, etc. who all 
played their part in "the story 
of the atom". [Illustrated with 
numerous drawings in black and 
white. No. index. The book 
makes absorbing reading for read- 
ers of 13 years and older who are 
interested in the subject. The 
Afrikaans version is also in 


stock. LP. 
VERHALENDE LEX TUUR: 
KUHNE, W.O. 
Huppel by die water. 
Tafelberg, 1960. 


Huppel en sy vriende het reeds 
baie bewonderaars en die vyfde 
Huppelboekie lewer weereens bewys 
van die skrywer se verfrissende 
verbeeldingskrag en sy insig in 
die lewe van klein mensies. 

Oupa vertel vir Huppel die 
storie van Horingsman wat moes 
gaan kos soek. Daardie dag be- 
leef hy egter wonderbaarlike 
dinge, want toe hy by die water 
kom sien hy twee reiers - die een 
staan op sy bene en die ander op 


sy kop - hy sien ook twee eende - 
die een vlieg oor die water en 
die ander een vlieg in die water 
onderstebo - en hy sien ook twee 
hamerkoppe - die een sit bo-op n 
paal in die water en die ander op 
die paal onderstebo. Die Horings- 
man was so verstom deur hierdie 
snaakse dinge dat hy héeltemal 
vergeet het om kos te soek en die 
aand kom hy sonder kos by die 
huis aan. Sy vrou jaag hom weg. 
Van daardie dag af loop hy rond 
en vang votls, maar verander hoa- 
self altyd so dat hy onherken- 
baar is. Op n dag vang Huppel 
springers en gesels met sy voel- 


nDie springers 
dink dis die grootste pret as 
Huppel so swaai en skep met sy 


net. Die vo8ls is so fluks...." 


vriende. n Snaakse man maak sy 
verskyning - dit is al die tyd 
die Horingsman wat een van Huppel 
se vriende, Roerdomp, gevang het 
en nou in sy sak ronddra. Maar 
Huppel kom dit gou agter, gooi sy 
visnet oor die Horingsman en die 
voels dra hom baie ver weg. ,,Van 
daardie dag was daar nog nooit 
weer n Horingsman. in die middel 
van die vlei in die middel van 
die wéreld nie". 

Die boekie se tegniese versorg- 
ing is identies met dié van die 


ander in die reeks. Vir 5-7 
jariges. 
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Die tekening regs is ons kunstenaar 
se indruk van die illustrasie op die omslag van ,Huppel by die fater". 
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BRIEWEBUS 


Geagte Redaktrise, 


Hoe moet n mens maak om mense in iets geinteresseerd te kry? Mnr. 
du Plessis van Parow het vir ons n boeiende relaas gegee van sy 
stryd om n filmvereniging in Parow gestig te kry. Hy het dit blyk- 
baar goed adverteer, maar daar was min sukses. 

Intussen kry ek toe ook n blink gedagte om mense in spellesings ge- 
interesseerd te kry. Ek skrywe n taamlike bitsige brief oor spel- 
lesings, met die hoop dat daar nou n heftige briefwisseling gaan volg 
en dat mense uit alle oorde op my sal toesak om "my te oortuig" en so 
ook ander ge-interesseerd te maak. 


En toe? Die wat wel my briefie gelees het, het maar in stille be- 
rusting aanvaar dat Beaufort Wes se Streekbibliotekaris "so vreeslik 
teen spellesings is". Of het hulle dalk met my saamgéstem? As n 
perd skop, s@® Langenhoven, dan lan jy terugskop. Maar wat maak jy 


met n steeks perd? Terug steeks wees? c.8. Kotze 


Dear Madan, 


On behalf of the Kidds Beach Library Committee I wish to thank you 
for the visit of the National Theatre Organisation to Kidds Beach and 
to express our appreciation to you, who through the Provincial Li- 
brary services, made this visit possible. 

Being a small library with, as yet, inadequate accommodation we are 
not able to make full use of the services offered by the Library and 
we were, therefore, particularly appreciative of being included in 
the National Theatre Organisation tour. Furthermofe, I can assure 
you that where formerly local play readings have met with very half 
hearted support the reading of Miss Julia has resulted in a new and 
keen interest. 

Will you please convey our appreciation to the National Theatre 
Organisation and to the members of the cast of Miss Julia and our 
hope that we will be included in all future tours. N. Nathan 
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